40-Minute Prayer Guide for Pastors & Leaders

1. Personal Renewal, Holiness & Intimacy with God — 5 minutes
Pray that pastors and leaders would remain spiritually healthy, deeply rooted in Christ, and continually refreshed by the Holy Spirit.
· Pray for a renewed hunger for God's Word and prayer.
· Pray for holiness, integrity, humility, and obedience.
· Pray against spiritual dryness, discouragement, and burnout.
· Pray that leaders would minister from a place of intimacy with God rather than mere activity.
· Pray for fresh filling and empowerment of the Holy Spirit.
Scriptures:
· John 15:4–5 — Abiding in Christ
· Psalm 51:10–12 — A clean heart and steadfast spirit
· Isaiah 40:31 — Renewed strength
· Galatians 5:16 — Walking by the Spirit
· 2 Timothy 1:6–7 — Stirring up the gift of God
2. Wisdom, Discernment & Direction — 5 minutes
Pray for God's wisdom over all decisions pastors and leaders must make.
· Pray for discernment in recognizing God's direction.
· Pray for wisdom in shepherding people through difficult situations.
· Pray for clarity regarding the church's vision and mission.
· Pray that leaders would not be driven by fear, pressure, popularity, or personal ambition.
· Pray for grace to hear and obey God's voice.
Scriptures:
· James 1:5 — Asking God for wisdom
· Proverbs 3:5–6 — Trusting God for direction
· Proverbs 11:14 — Wisdom through godly counsel
· Isaiah 30:21 — Hearing the way to walk
· Colossians 1:9–10 — Spiritual wisdom and understanding
3. Strength, Protection & Spiritual Warfare — 5 minutes
Pray for God's protection over pastors, leaders, their families, and their ministries.
· Pray for protection from spiritual attack and temptation.
· Pray for strength when leaders face criticism, opposition, or discouragement.
· Pray for protection over marriages and families.
· Pray for leaders to recognize spiritual battles without becoming distracted from their calling.
· Pray that leaders would stand firm in the armor of God.
Scriptures:
· Ephesians 6:10–18 — The armor of God
· Psalm 91:1–4 — God's protection
· 2 Thessalonians 3:3 — The Lord's faithfulness and protection
· 1 Peter 5:8–9 — Standing firm
· Isaiah 54:17 — God's protection from opposition
4. Unity Among Pastors, Leaders & the Church — 5 minutes
Pray for genuine unity, love, humility, and cooperation among church leaders and within the congregation.
· Pray against division, jealousy, competition, offense, and misunderstanding.
· Pray that leaders would honor one another and serve together.
· Pray for healthy relationships between pastors, elders, staff, ministry leaders, and volunteers.
· Pray that the church would reflect the unity of Christ.
· Pray for grace to forgive quickly and pursue reconciliation.
Scriptures:
· Psalm 133:1 — The blessing of unity
· John 17:20–23 — Jesus' prayer for unity
· Ephesians 4:1–6 — Maintaining the unity of the Spirit
· Philippians 2:1–4 — Humility and considering others
· Colossians 3:12–15 — Love, forgiveness, and peace
5. Families, Marriages & the Next Generation — 5 minutes
Pray specifically for the families of pastors and leaders and for the spiritual formation of the next generation.
· Pray for strong, Christ-centered marriages.
· Pray for pastors' and leaders' children and their relationship with God.
· Pray for protection from the pressures that come with ministry.
· Pray for wisdom for parents and grandparents.
· Pray that children and young people would encounter Jesus and become devoted disciples.
Scriptures:
· Joshua 24:15 — Serving the Lord as a household
· Psalm 127:3–5 — Children as a heritage from the Lord
· Deuteronomy 6:4–7 — Teaching God's ways to the next generation
· Proverbs 22:6 — Training children
· 3 John 1:4 — Joy in seeing children walk in truth
6. Spiritual Growth, Revival & Gospel Impact — 5 minutes
Pray for God to awaken the church and bring genuine spiritual transformation.
· Pray for repentance and renewed devotion to Christ.
· Pray for salvation and transformation throughout the community.
· Pray for the fresh work of the Holy Spirit.
· Pray for boldness in sharing the gospel.
· Pray that the church would make disciples and become a powerful witness for Christ.
Scriptures:
· 2 Chronicles 7:14 — Humility, prayer, repentance, and restoration
· Acts 1:8 — Power to be witnesses
· Acts 2:42–47 — A Spirit-filled church
· Romans 1:16 — The power of the gospel
· Matthew 28:18–20 — The Great Commission
7. Provision, Resources & Open Doors — 5 minutes
Pray for God's provision and for opportunities to advance the mission He has entrusted to the church.
· Pray for financial provision for the church and its ministries.
· Pray for wisdom in stewardship and management of resources.
· Pray for the provision of volunteers, staff, and ministry workers.
· Pray for open doors to serve the community and share the gospel.
· Pray for God to provide everything needed to accomplish His purposes.
Scriptures:
· Philippians 4:19 — God supplying every need
· Matthew 6:31–33 — Seeking God's kingdom
· 2 Corinthians 9:8 — Grace and sufficient provision
· Psalm 90:17 — Establishing the work of our hands
· Colossians 4:2–4 — Open doors for the gospel
8. Closing: Thanksgiving & Fresh Consecration — 5 minutes
Use the final five minutes to thank God and dedicate the leaders, churches, and coming season to Him.
· Thank God for His faithfulness.
· Thank Him for every pastor, elder, leader, volunteer, and ministry worker.
· Thank Him for answered prayers, including answers yet to be seen.
· Surrender the church and its future completely to God.
· Ask for grace to finish the race faithfully.
Scriptures:
· Psalm 100:1–5 — Thanksgiving and praise
· 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 — Rejoicing, praying, and giving thanks
· Hebrews 12:1–2 — Running the race with perseverance
· 2 Timothy 4:7–8 — Finishing the race
· Jude 24–25 — God's ability to keep His people

